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July 2018 Newsletter
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Jesus Christ,
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to
give you a future with hope.

Jeremiah 29:11
In a March 29, 2009 sermon at The Parish of St. Matthew Episcopal Church in Pacific Palisades,
California then Rector Michael Seiler stated that the concept of “the journey” is central to our JudeoChristian faith. “We make sense of our lives by understanding them as journeys, as the unfolding
story of who we are and what we do in the world,” he said. “We think and talk and worry about our
career arcs, or our family histories, or our financial forecasts, or our estate plans. In our better moments we think and talk and pray about our spiritual journeys – all ways of thinking about our lives,
our stories, about the journey that has been, and the journey that will be,” he continued. Rector
Seiler concluded, “In some deep way, journeying is an elemental part of who we are as human beings.”
We’ve now completed seven months of our transitional ministry journey together. During our journey we’ve explored our past and how it informs our church family today. We’re now beginning to
explore the church family we are becoming as we look toward our future. On Sunday, July 29 following worship we’ll take to the streets of our community with eyes particularly open for the people
who are not part of our church family and may not be a part of any faith community, and for the
ways in which we might reach out to them with the good news of God’s love. You can read more
about these plans elsewhere in this month’s newsletter.
Then in August our Session has scheduled our “Summit on the Future” following worship Sunday,
August 19. There will be more information in the July and August newsletters and bulletins. Please
continue praying for God’s guidance during this transitional ministry time.
Another unique and special opportunity to build upon our relationships with God and with one another is coming up on Sunday, July 1, when we are planning a service of healing and wholeness for our
church family. You can read more about it elsewhere in this month’s newsletter.

If you haven’t already, please check out our church’s new website at
www.pacificpresbyterianchurch.org. If you have pictures, especially candid ones, from our church
family life together, please email those to me at revmsgamm@gmail.com for possible use on the
website.
See you in worship, and around the church, continuing to get to know you as we serve together during this time of ministry transition!
Shalom in Christ Jesus,

Pastor Marilyn
Please join the Personnel Committee in welcoming
Pam Manuel as our new administrative assistant. She
comes to us with a joy for the opportunity to serve our
congregation and a wealth of experience that will serve
our congregation well. She is very excited to become a
part of our church family. She will be in the office on
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday, from 9:00 until
4:30. Please stop by to introduce yourself and
welcome her.

The Mound Ridge Auction Committee is looking for a donation of a Quilt for
next years (2019) fund raising event. If anyone would have a Quilt they
would like to donate for Mound Ridge fund raiser, OR be willing to sell one,
please let the church office know.
Cheryl Rainey
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July 1, 2018

“Giving and Receiving Grace” from
Ephesians 4:25-5:2

Pastor Marilyn

Becky Reed

Pat Baker,

&

Lana Dinehart,

Gavin Overschmidt

Nancy Watson,
Marianne Perez

July 8, 2018

“Persisting in
Faithfulness” from
Mark 6:1-13

Cheryl Rainey

July 15, 2018

Rev. Don Kratz
pulpit supply

Kay LeClaire

Becky Reed

July 22, 2018

Rev. Don Kratz
pulpit supply

Becky Reed

Rosa Padilla

July 29, 2018

“Reframing Scarcity
into Abundance”
from John 6:1-21

Karen Whitlock

Gavin Overschmidt

Healing and Wholeness Communion Service for our Church Family
Sunday, July 1 at 11:00 a.m.
Through our Scriptures the Apostle Paul teaches that all of us sin and fall short of the glory of God. All of
us have said and done things that we regret, whether anyone other than God knows about it or not. All of
us have times when we have been hurt by another, and when we have intentionally or unintentionally
hurt another. And there have been times when in our church family we have been hurt by what others
have said and done, and when we have said and done things that have hurt others in our church family.
On Sunday, July 1 through liturgy and ritual we will have the opportunity to ask God to forgive us for the
times we have hurt others in our church family and beyond, and to ask God to help us at least begin to
forgive those in our church family and beyond who have hurt us. This is not magic, so no promises that
your feelings of hurt and anger will be immediately erased. But through liturgy and ritual you will have the
opportunity to begin releasing what has hurt you and to begin forgiving the people who have hurt you as
part of both your personal journey and our church family’s journey toward healing and wholeness.

Guest Preacher July 15 and 22
We are pleased to welcome the Rev. Don Kratz of
Valley Park, Missouri as our guest preacher July 15th
and 22nd. Rev. Kratz is a member-at-large of the
Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy.
Pastor Marilyn and Craig will be on vacation in Alaska
and off-the-grid July 9th—23rd. Various Session
members will be on call during her vacation.

Thank You, Marianne Perez!
A big THANK YOU to Marianne Perez for
serving as our volunteer church administrative assistant the past three months!

Elders on Call While Pastor Marilyn is on
Vacation
Please call Pam at the church office or
Marianne to
notify the elder on call if needed

For all of the bulletins and newsletters
you’ve prepared, for all the calls you’ve
answered, for all the ways you’ve endeavored to partially fill Jean Sturmfels’
shoes, we thank you!

July 9, 10, 11 Karen Whitlock
July 12, 13, 14, 15 Nancy Watson
July 16 Marianne Perez
July 17, 18 Bob Price
July19, 20, 21 Marianne Perez
July 22 Pat Baker

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!
Thank you one and all who in any way contributed to our June 17 joint worship service with First
Presbyterian, Union co-hosting General Assembly guests here at Pacific Presbyterian. We had 16 General
Assembly guests from around the country, including North Dakota, California, Vermont, Oregon,
West Virginia, Kansas, Wisconsin and Tennessee, and a total worship attendance of 69.
Special thank you’s to Marianne Perez and Barbara Alt for their work on the special worship bulletin, to
Barbara Alt for her work on coordinating and directing the combined choir and coordinating with the Union
jazz band and organist, to Becky and Jim Reed for the extra cleaning and kitchen duty, to Pat Baker, Nellie
Meuller and Pam Manuel for the kitchen duty, to Kay LeClaire for decorating the tables for the lunch and for
stepping in as liturgist at the last minute, to Karen Whitlock and Cheryl Rainey for taking pictures, to everyone who sang in the combined choir, to everyone who brought food for the potluck, and to everyone who
helped with the clean up afterwards.
You’re all wonderful! Thank you!

Who are our church neighbors?
And how can we learn what they’re seeking from a church?
As a church family we know we’d like to have more people joining with us for worship, mission and ministry.
We also know we live in a society in which church membership and participation is no longer a value or expectation for many people. We live in a time when we have to put some effort into learning what the people
who are not in church might be seeking from a church that we might be able to offer.
Toward that end, and in preparation for our “Summit on the Future” in August, during worship on Sunday,
July 29 Pastor Marilyn will introduce the idea of doing a “neighborhood exegesis” with the goal of getting to
know more about the people in our community who may not have any church home toward discerning how
we might connect with them and their worship and other needs. This is not knocking on doors, handing out
literature, etc. This is an exercise in intentional observation, a gathering of visible information about our
neighbors and our community’s needs.
The Session has divided up the city of Pacific into areas, with each assigned to be among church members
doing the neighborhood exegesis exercise in one of those areas. The rest of our church family is being invited to pair up with a Session member or another member to do the exercise either on foot or by car – whichever makes the most sense for the persons who are participating.
The plan is we’ll set the stage during worship on Sunday, July 29. Then we’ll go forth having lunch on our
own and/or in our pairs and do our piece of the neighborhood exegesis. We’ll gather in the church fellowship hall at 2:00 p.m. to share together our observations and brainstorm ways we might begin meeting and
getting to know some of the people we saw.

Welcome Pam Manuel, our new Church Administrative Assistant!
Our new church administrative assistant is Pam Manuel. Pam comes to us from St. Bridget of Kildare
Catholic Church here in Pacific, where she is a member. She served St. Bridget as Parish Secretary for
many years. Pam is also active in the Pacific community, particularly through the Lion’s Club. She and
her husband, Ed, have 6 children and 8 grandchildren.
If you were here Sunday, June 17 for our joint worship service with First Presbyterian, Union co-hosting
General Assembly guests, you may have met Pam who was also in worship and jumped in and volunteered serving drinks and desserts.
Pam’s regular office hours will be Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 9:00-4:30 p.m. However, because
she already had two trips planned this summer, Pam will not be in the office June 29-July 5, and
August 3-9.
Welcome, Pam!

Clerk’s Corner
-Communion servers for July 1 (Intinction) – Pat Baker, Lana Dinehart, Nancy Watson, Marianne Perez
-Elders on Call for Pr Marilyn’s vacation 7/9-7/22
9, 10, 11 Karen Whitlock 12, 13, 14, 15 Nancy Watson 16 Marianne Perez
17, 18 Bob Price
19, 20, 21 Marianne Perez
22 Pat Baker
-Repairs made to HVAC and chair lift, solar panels. Kitchen coffeemaker is being checked for possible repair.
Roof leak in narthex may require a roof design change to prevent future problems. Getting further bids.
Downstairs restroom repairs ongoing.
-Good turnout for June 3rd church picnic at Risenhoovers.
-Pat Baker is donating a sign which is being made for the Stone Soup garden so people know that it is a ministry of Pacific Presbyterian Church and that all are welcome to take some produce. Becky Reed will also be
setting up a table on the property with picked goods that people may take. Marianne Perez will be contacting area churches in and around Pacific to let them know of this bountiful resource.

2018
General Assembly St. Louis, Missouri

Barb Alt in the GA mass choir

Marianne Perez at GA Thursday
doing Call to Worship

Union Jazz Band at
joint worship

Cheryl Rainey at GA mass choir

Pastor Marilyn
GA joint worship 6.17.18

Linda Rose
Union jass Band Director

