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December 2018 Newsletter
Christmas Is Coming!
“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.’”
Luke 2:10-11
As the song lyrics say, “It’s the most wonderful time of the year!” It’s the time when we remember and
celebrate the birth of Jesus, who is the gift of Emmanuel, God-who-is-with-us, not just one day a year, but
every day of the year. This is indeed good news of great joy for all the people.
At the same time, this isn’t the most wonderful time of the year for everyone. This is a time of year when
people who have lost loved ones especially during the past 12 months may especially miss them. This is a
time of the year when people who live alone may feel the most lonely and forgotten. And this is a time of
year when people who are unemployed, who are struggling financially, who are homeless, who are alone may
feel extra depressed about their life circumstances as all around them they see advertisements encouraging gift
-giving and tables of plenty surrounded by smiling family and friends.
For those of us who are not grieving, alone or struggling, I invite and encourage us to show extra sensitivity to
others around us for whom this is not a particularly joyful season. As we have been gifted, I invite us to look
for ways in which we might brighten another’s Advent and Christmas season even beyond the free weekly
meals our church serves, the gifts we will give, and the special offerings we will receive. And as appropriate
and we feel called, I invite us to share with others that the true joy of this season for us is the gift of the birth
of Jesus and God’s great love for each and every one in this world.
See you in our Advent and Christmas worship services, at the Dinner With Us meals, and around the church,
as we continue serving together during this time of ministry transition!
May the hope, peace, joy and love of Christmas fill and inspire you and yours!
Shalom in Christ Jesus,
Marilyn
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Clerks Corner
-Elders on Call while Pastor Marilyn is with family:
12/25 - 12/27 Marianne Perez

12/28 Jim Reed

12/29 - 12/30 Nancy Watson

12/31 – 1/1/19 Karen Whitlock

-Attendance: 10/21 18

10/28 19

11/4 21

11/11 18

11/18 19

-Operations is having problems getting bids from contractors for the bathroom wall work which is delaying
the finishing.
-Putting up a Prayer Tree in the Meditation Garden for people to be able to write down prayer requests and
hang on the tree which will be collected weekly for worship.
-At the last Presbytery Gathering, approved Rev. Dr. Craig Howard to become the called and installed
Presbytery leader. Approved terms of call for Rev. Howard and Rev. Vanessa Hawkins, Associate Presbytery
Leader for 2019.
-The Designated Pastor Nominating Committee met with Presbytery liaison Rev. Johanna Wagner to discuss
process. Next step is working on the Ministry Information Form (MIF) which will then be submitted to
Presbytery’s Pastoral Transition and Care Commission for approval before being submitted online for
candidates. As we opted for a DPNC, Rev. Howard and Rev. Hawkins will screen the applicants’ Personal
Information Forms to send us strong potential candidates.
-Chose Karen Whitlock as Chair and Susan Buchanan as Co-Chair. Marianne Perez will act as contact and
computer person.
-Goal is to have the finished MIFs ready, with Session approvals, for PTCC by 12/9, prior to PTCC December
meeting.

Christmas Eve Worship at 7:00 p.m.
Come worship with us Monday, December 24 at
7:00 p.m. for our annual Christmas Eve service.
Plans to celebrate Jesus’ birth include lots of
special music, singing favorite Christmas carols, a
message from Luke’s beloved Gospel story, and
sharing Holy Communion together.
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Pastor Marilyn’s Vacation

Congregational Meeting Sunday,
December 2

Pastor Marilyn will be on vacation
December 25-January 1 to enjoy the
Christmas holiday with Craig and her
family.

The Session has called a congregational
meeting following worship for Sunday,
December 2nd for the following purposes:
To review and approve proposed
changes to the congregation’s
By-Laws
To receive the Nominating Committee
Report and to Elect church
officers
To receive the proposed 2019 Budget

Guest Preacher Sunday, December 30th
Our guest preacher Sunday, December 30th will be the
Rev. Roy Pfautch. Rev. Pfautch was ordained by the
Presbytery of St. Louis in 1961. He served as assistant to
the President of Princeton Theological Seminary, and the
Director of the Sesquicentennial of Presbyterian
Education. For many years Rev. Pfautch has been engaged
as an international public affairs consultant. He served as Chairman of the National
Day of Prayers and Thanksgiving for the Presidential inaugurations of 1985 and 1989.
Rev. Pfautch is a former member of the National Service Advisory Committee and the
Advisory Committee on Foreign Aid, by Presidential appointment. He also serves as a
Pulpit Supply in our Presbytery. Welcome, Rev. Pfautch!

Everybody Loves a Parade!
All are invited to participate in our float for the Parade of Lights in downtown Pacific
on December 8th. Meet at the Middle School parking lot at 5:30pm.
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DATE

December 2 , 2018

December 9, 2018

LECTIONARY
READINGS
1st Sunday of Advent
Communion –
“Experiencing God
With Us: Zechariah”
from Luke 1:5-23,
57-64
2nd Sunday of Advent
“Experiencing God
With Us: Elizabeth”
from Luke 1:24-25, 3945, 57-58

3rd Sunday of Advent
“Experiencing God
December 16, 2018
With Us: Joseph” from
Matthew 1:18-15;
2:13-15

December 23, 2018

4th Sunday of Advent
“Experiencing God
With Us: Mary” from
Luke 1:26-38

Christmas Eve Worship
at 7:00 p.m. –
December 24, 2018
“Experiencing God
With Us: Jesus” from
Luke 2:1-20

December 30, 2018

1st Sunday After
Christmas
Guest Preacher –
Rev. Roy Pfautch

LITURGISTS

DEACONS/
USHERS

COMMUNION
RULING
ELDERS
Bob Price,

Bob Price

Rosa Padilla

Kathi Risenhoover,
Marianne Perez,
Nancy Watson

Becky Reed

Stan Williams

Cheryl Rainey

Rosa Padilla

Karen Whitlock

Gavin Overschmidt

Becky Reed

Gavin Overschmidt

Bob Price

Rosa Padilla
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Pacific Presbyterian Church opened it’s doors to about 350 students on Halloween. The students go
trick or treating to local downtown businesses during the day every Halloween. Thanks to Marianne
Perez, Pat Baker and Barb Alt for the donation of candy and thanks to Pat, Jim, Philip and Barb for
sitting outside in the cold to hand out candy to all the kids.
Members also carved pumpkins
with the wording “JESUS
LOVES YOU” and had them lit
during the Monsterfest event
on Halloween evening. Thanks to
all those who cleaned and
carved pumpkins and a special
thanks to Pat Baker for
purchasing the pumpkins.
Many children stopped by to
see the pumpkins and receive
candy.
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Mound Ridge
Work Day
2018

_________________________________________________________________

Fellowship
Communion
Sundays
Join us for Fellowship after worship
on Communion Sundays. Sign up
downstairs if you’re interested in
serving.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

No Book Club in
Happy December Birthday!

December
The next Book Club will meet on

3 Lisa Rivera

January 26th. This will be a

3 Kathleen Sutherland

“Brown Bag” lunch discussion at

15 Cheryl Rainey

12:30pm at the church office
conference room.

18 Lori Guinther

All are Invited!!!!

24 Cheryl Perez

To join us in reading:

The Nightingale by: Kristin Hannah
(Amazon Prices) Kindle edition
price starts at $9.99, used
paperback $5.70, new at $10.19
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The Hanging of the Greens occurs annually at the
start of Advent as Christians prepare for
Christmas and prepare themselves for a new year
living in the presence of God through their
relationship with God’s Son.
Greenery is traditionally associated with
everlasting life. Greens such as cedar for royalty,
fir and pine boughs for everlasting life, holly
symbolizing Jesus' death and ivy representing the
resurrection are used.
Pacific Presbyterian Church celebrated the
Hanging of the Greens on November 24th. Many
church members and friends stopped in to help
with the decorating. Thanks to: Wilt Risenhoover,
Sam Brocato, Dan Manes, Karen Whitlock, Jerry
Watson, Kay Le Claire, Bob Price, Ariella Ittmann
and Nancy Watson.

Adopt a Family Giving Tree

Christmas Prayer Tree

There is a small Christmas tree located in

There is a small Christmas tree near the

the narthex. Hanging on the tree are tags

gazebo. All are welcome to place their

with the wishes of a family in our

prayers, concerns and intentions on this

community who could use a little extra help

tree. All messages placed on the tree will

this Christmas.

be heard at the Sunday Service.

Please prayerfully consider taking a tag,

Directions for completing and attaching
your prayers will be available on a table at

purchasing a gift and making this family’s

the tree.

Christmas a little brighter this year.
Gifts can be dropped at the Church office
any Monday, Wednesday and Thursday

from 9am to 4:30pm.
Items due December 16th.
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Joint Session Meeting Sunday, December 9
Our two Sessions have called a joint meeting for
Sunday, December 9 at 12:30 p.m. at the Pacific church
for the purpose of receiving and approving the Ministry
Information Forms and Yoking Form being drafted by
our Yoked Designated Pastor Nominating Committee.
Approving these forms for submission to the
Presbytery’s Pastoral Transitions Team Commission for
approval is the next step in our search for our next
called and installed pastor.
Please continue to hold our Yoked Designated Pastor
Nominating Committee in your prayers as they move
forward in searching for our shared pastor and for
God’s guidance toward the person Emmanuel,
God-who-is-with us, is calling to serve with us in our
mission and ministry.

Joint Evening Bible Study Beginning in January

Join Lisa Schoonover in a study of The Rock (Jesus), The Road (The Holy Land), and the Rabbi (The Word of
God). This is a book written by Kathie Lee Gifford along with Rabbi Jason Sobel. The book was just released
earlier this year. This is an amazing study and Lisa is looking forward to learning more with you.
Join us on this journey beginning on Monday, January 21, 2019 for 6 weeks. (Depending on the weather, it may go
a week or so longer.) We will meet from 6:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. each Monday evening. Time will be split
between the two churches (3 weeks at Union and 3 weeks at Pacific) and more specific details will be forthcoming.
Be prepared to be amazed at what you will learn! The required study guide costs $8.75 but there is an optional
hardback book (which has invaluable information) available for $16.25. Please sign up by January 7 because books
will be ordered that week to ensure they are to us by the start of our study.
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December 2018

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2
Congregational
Meeting

3

4

5

6

7

Operations
5pm

8
Parade of
Lights
5:30pm

Dinner With Us

9

10

Joint Session
Meeting 12:30pm

Worship 1pm

11

12

13

14

15

Franklins 9am

Dinner With Us

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

28

29

Session 1pm

Dinner With Us

23

24
Christmas Eve
Service 7pm

25

26

27

Merry
Christmas

Marilyn Vacation Dec. 25th thru Jan. 1st

30

31

Welcome Rev. Pfautch
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