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We protestants always celebrate Transfiguration Sunday on the last Sunday
before Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, which itself is determined by the lunar
calendar by which Passover is fixed. Our Catholic friends celebrate Transfiguration
Sunday later in the summer. We follow our practice because with the Transfiguration
of Christ and his decision to leave the glory and safety of the mountaintop to join his
followers in the dark valley below, His disciples finally understood the mission of this
man-God to bear the heavy burdens, violence and death that would surely be his lot
in order to lift up his fellow humans out of the mire of their sin and into unity with
God. Ash Wednesday begins Lent with solemn humility and repentance and an
acknowledgement that we are mere dust. lacking any power to save ourselves and be
lifted into the presence of God but for the undeserved but gracious self-sacrifice of
Jesus Christ.
Many followers of Jesus observe Lent by sacrificing something or abstaining from something (such as
certain food or drink) until Easter. (The forty-six days of Lent, minus the six Sundays, that are not days of
abstinence, equal the forty days Jesus spent in abstinence in the Wilderness). But there are many ways
faithful Christians can observe Lent besides giving up chocolate or beer. Here are a few:
1.

Pray at every dinner, giving every family member an opportunity to give thanks for a way
Jesus has touched and lifted up their lives;

2.

Keep a coffee can on the dinner table and encourage every family member to put a money
contribution in every day for the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering that will be collected on
Easter.

3.

Set aside some quiet personal time every day to pray and to think of ways we can better live
Christ-like lives, being empathetic to others, helping the poor and the oppressed, and working
in practical ways for social justice.

4.

Setting aside time to re-assess our life priorities, the ways we spend our money, and excesses
in our living habits that could be eliminated to contribute more to our church and mission
that serve others in need.

5.

Make use of one of the “Sanctuary for Lent” booklets available in the church Narthex or office
that contain brief readings and scripture and prayer for each day of the season that will help
deepen our devotion.

6.

Look forward with joy to Easter and new life for God’s church and God’s people.

And don’t forget! A joint Ash Wednesday service of worship with imposition of ashes will be celebrated at
First Presbyterian Church of Union on Wednesday, March 3, 2019.
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Welcome Pastor Jay Summerville to
Pacific Presbyterian Church!
We are blessed to have you serve as
our Gap Pastor

PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM
Pacific Presbyterian has been designated as a Covenanting Hunger
Action Church. The Hunger Action Program is part of a PCUSA wide
endeavor to recognize churches with food/hunger ministries. With
this recognition, we can now apply to our presbytery for a $100
grant to go towards our hunger programs here at church. There is
more information attached in the newsletter about this program.
To become a Certified Hunger Action Congregation, we need to be
showing that we are doing work in each of the 6 categories listed
on the worksheet attached. We already do something in 3 of the
categories. Let’s see if we can pull together to increase it to 6.
Check out the worksheet to see what you can do to help, and let us know about it.

Clerk’s Corner
There is no Clerk’s Corner this month as our Session meeting was
rescheduled to early March.

First Presbyterian Church Union will host our joint
Ash Wednesday service on March 6 at 7pm. If
anyone would like a ride there, please contact Pam in
the church office who will keep a list so we can
arrange transportation. Maundy Thursday service
will be at Pacific Presbyterian Church April 18. More
information will be available in the April newsletter.
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DATE

March 3, 2019

LECTIONARY
READINGS

Transfiguration of
Our Lord

LITURGISTS

DEACONS/
USHERS

Wilt Risenhoover
Bob Price

Rosa Padilla

First Sunday of Lent
Stan Williams
“Jesus, Our Guide in the
Wilderness; Our Support
in Temptation”

Need

Luke 4:1-13 (sermon text)
2nd Sunday of Lent
March 17, 2019

Marianne Perez

Rosa Padilla

Stan Williams

Need

Karen Whitlock

Rosa Padilla

“As A Hen Gathers Her
Brood”
Luke 13: 31-33
(Sermon Text)
3rd Sunday of Lent
March 24, 2019
“Bearing Good Fruit”
Luke 13:1-9

March 31, 2019

4th Sunday of Lent
“God Never Lets Go”

&
Cheryl Rainey

“Jesus is Transfigured, but
Who is Changed?”
Luke 9:28-36

March 10, 2019

COMMUNION
RULING
ELDERS

The Gospel: Luke 15: 1-3,
11b-32 (sermon text)
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Let us open our doors as well as our hearts to share through this offering the love of
Christ through ministries of justice , compassion, and joy.
Each gift helps to improve the lives of people in challenging situations through three impactful
programs:


Presbyterian Disaster Assistance - Works alongside communities as they recover and find hope
after the devastation of natural or human caused disasters.



Presbyterian Hunger Program - Takes action to alleviate hunger and the systemic causes of
poverty so all may be fed.



Self– Development of People - Invests in communities responding to their experiences of
racism, oppression, poetry and injustice and educates Presbyterians about the impact of these
societal ills.



WAYS TO GIVE: Sunday collection, credit card online presbyterianmission.org/give-oghs, text
OGHS to 20222 to give $10.

Our Deepest Sympathy to the family and
friends of Judy Mason.

Don’t be surprised if someone you know comes up
and asks to take your picture. We will be taking
photos of as many members, families, and staff as
possible for a new church directory. This will also
be a help for our new pastor to recognize members. We will try to reach as many home bound
members as we can.
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If services are cancelled due to
weather, KSDK, KMOV, and FOX2 will
carry the information. You may find
cancellations and closings via TV,
website or app. For Dinner With Us, if
Meramec Valley R-III is closed, DWU is
cancelled.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Fellowship
Communion
Sundays
Join us for fellowship after worship on
Communion Sundays. Sign up downstairs if
you’re interested in serving.
Fellowship will be on the March 3rd.

____________________________________________________________________

March Book Club
The next Book Club will meet on
March 26th. This will be a “Brown
Bag” lunch discussion at 12:30pm

Happy March

at the church office conference

room.

Birthday!

All are Invited to join us in
reading: “Before We Were Yours”

16th Emma Stefanko

by: Lisa Wingate.

19th Raymond Bessie

Amazon new $12.99, used $7.11

24th Marilyn Parks
27th Jean Young
29th Pat Baker
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Tickets available at
pacific
Presbyterian
church

Mound Ridge

Retreat Center
Quilt Raffle
Beautiful Queen Size Quilt
with 3 Pillow Shams

410 W. St. louis
street

$2.00 ea. Or 6 for $10.00

Mon. – Thur.

Events Around Town

2/28/19
3/2/19
3/3/19
3/6/19
3/7/19
3/8/19
3/9/19
3/15/19
3/16/19
3/16/19
3/17/19
3/21/19
3/22/19
3/28/19

“Understanding the Opioid Crisis” 7pm at Hagies 19 in Union.
Zitzman PTO Trivia Night 7 pm. Tickets sgodfrey@mvr3.k12.mo.us
Eagles Breakfast Buffet 7:00 - 11:00 am
Join us March 6th at El Agave for a dine to donate in memory of Dawson Cutler for
St. Baldricks!
Power of the Purse 5:30 pm at the Eagles. Tickets http://franklincountyuw.org
St. Bridget of Kildare Fish Fry
Mouse Race benefit Meramec Valley Trail. St. Bridget gym.
Register meramecvalleytrails.com.
St. Bridget of Kildare Fish Fry
Pacific St. Patrick Day Parade 10:00 am.
Free Community Breakfast 8:00 am. - 11:00 am. Gray Summit UMC
Pacific UMC Breakfast 7:30 - 9:30 am
Come and eat at D'Angelos all day, and a portion of the bill will go to the Save The
Historic First Baptist Church Project
Project Graduation Paint Party 6 - 10 pm. For reservations see their Facebook Page
St. Bridget of Kildare Fish Fry

The Mound Ridge Dinner Auction Committee is hard at work planning the upcoming auction, “There’s No Place
Like Camp” that will be held on April 27th, at Andre’s Banquet Facility.
Items are now being accepted for the auction. All donations support the Mound Ridge camp program and offer
scholarships for campers. Anything that would be an item to bid on, or could be added to theme baskets, is
helpful. Also, bottles of wine for the wine wall would be greatly appreciated.
Some item suggestions are: Handyman Services, Cardinal/Blues tickets, Gift Cards, $$$, Vacation Timeshare,
outdoor leisure items, Muny tickets, home goods and home décor, etc.
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All are invited to Ukirk’s Open House &
Dessert Auction on March 31st from
7—9 pm. Join them for worship, a
fundraiser silent auction (homemade
desserts), and connection with the
collegiate faith community! For
information & reservations
ukirk_stl@glpby.org

Greetings, West Cluster Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy Churches, the Presbyterian Women’s
West Cluster have been busy planning the winter gathering.
SAVE THE DATE - Friday, March 8th, at the Sullivan Presbyterian Church. Check in that
morning will be from 9:30 to 10:00 am, with coffee, tea and coffee cake. From 10:00 to 10:30
am we will have music with the Kitchen band, playing many of our favorite hymns.
The speaker will be Lauri Osseck, Adult Outreach Coordinator for the Scenic Regional
Library. Her topic: The Most Famous Women in History. Some of the women include
Cleopatra, Joan of Arc, Pocahontas, Rosa Parks, Margaret Thatcher, and many others.
March is Women's history month, so perfect timing. A part of the offering will be given to the
Life House Youth Center in Sullivan. We will also be collecting personal care and school
items for kids ages 10 to 17 for the center.
Lunch to follow includes soup, salad, chicken salad sandwiches, and dessert for $10.
Registration form is located on page 8.
Please invite your mothers, sisters, and friends as we will be Celebrating Women and
hopefully the nearing end of winter.
Sincerely, Cheryl Rainey, Pacific Presbyterian Church and West Cluster PW Communicator
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WEST CLUSTER WINTER GATHERING Registration
First Presbyterian Church of Sullivan - 285 E. Springfield Road
Friday, March 8, 2019
9:30 a.m. Registration - coffee and pastries
10:00 – 10:30 Union Kitchen Band

Laurie Osseck, with Scenic Regional Library will give a presentation on “The
Most Famous Women in History.” Other guest speakers include Marsha
Thompson, Assistant Director, Life House Youth Center of Sullivan. She will
explain the services they provide for the area youth. We will also have a
collection box available for personal care items or school supplies for the center.
Ages 10-17 utilize the center after school. All donations are needed and
appreciated. Christy Foster, Director of Mound Ridge, will also give a short
presentation.
The morning will include worship and communion

Lunch ~ chicken salad on croissant, soup, green salad and dessert
Registration includes lunch ~ $10
——————————————————————————————
Name
(please detach and return)
Church _______________________________________________________
Number attending ___________ @ $10 each = $____________________
Make checks out to: West Cluster Presbyterian Women
March 2 registration deadline
Please return this form with payment to
Carol Gruber
427 Cherokee Trail
Union, MO 63084 (636-583-2329)
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Sun

Mon

3

4

Communion
Sunday

Session 1:00pm

Transfiguration
of Our Lord

Operations
5 pm

10

11

Worship 11pm

Tue

5

Wed

6

Thu

7
Dinner With Us

Fat
Tuesday

Ash
Wednesday

12

13

14

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

Men’s Breakfast
9 am
Pacific Family
Restaurant

15

Dinner With Us

Happy
Birthday
Emma
Stefanko

1st Sunday
of Lent

17

18

Happy ST. Patrick’s
Day
2nd Sunday of
Lent

24
Happy Birthday
Marilyn Parks
3rd Sunday of
Lent

19

20

26
Book Club
12:30

22

23

29

30

Dinner With Us

Happy
Birthday
Ray Bessie

25

21

16

27

28

Happy
Birthday
Jean Young

Dinner With Us

31
Happy Birthday
Chris Fievet
4th Sunday in
Lent

9

Happy
Birthday
Pat Baker

Pacific Presbyterian Church
401 West St. Louis Street
Pacific, Mo. 63069

10

